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at Grace Community in Surrey, British
Columbia, before coming to Calgary
Community Reformed in Calgary, Al-
berta, where he currently serves. 

“One of the most exciting things about
Calgary is the transformations I see in
individual lives,” says Keefer. “It’s awe-
some to see someone who is initially
fearful about sharing their faith or pray-
ing with others get to a place where
they can share freely. Our congregation
also recently participated in Forty Days
of Purpose and we are currently study-
ing a Ray Vander Laan video series. It
provides a great contextualization for
studying Scripture.”

Keefer recently experienced a five-
month sabbatical with his family. “My
wife and I had always planned to do a
one-time trip to Disneyland with our
four children. Eventually, we decided
to do the Disney trip but include a mis-
sion trip for our family. Some of our
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early ideas for missions experiences
didn’t work out, but then one morning
Joy and I both woke up remembering
that we had friends who had been in-
volved in Youth with a Mission. It be-
came clear that it was where God
wanted us to serve.” 

Calgary Community Reformed granted a
sabbatical for the Keefer family to pur-
sue their mission work, and they at-
tended 12 weeks of classes at
Crossroads Discipleship Training
School at the University of the Nations
in Kona, Hawaii. Even the Keefers’ chil-
dren—Becca, Laura, Justine, and Caleb,
who range in age from 11 to 16—took
foundational classes. 

Following discipleship training, the
Keefers went to Malaysia for eight
weeks. “We had a very small living
space and were surrounded by the reali-
ties of poverty and spiritual warfare. We
worked with an organization there that
served breakfasts and hot lunches to
anyone who needed food. While there
we also did devotions with the people
and participated in a Saturday worship
experience.” The Keefers also worked
in an orphanage for Indian children and
taught English to people from Vietnam
and Nepal.                                            ●

Bart Keefer shied away from finish-
ing his undergraduate college re-

quirements because a public speaking
course was involved. So how did he be-
come a pastor?

“Years ago, my father-in-law was diag-
nosed with a brain tumor,” Keefer says.
“Even in his weakened condition, he
pleaded with me to consider entering
the ministry. He urged my wife and me
to take some time away together to dia-
logue and pray about it. We did, and
after praying and consulting with
friends, we decided that God was lead-
ing me toward being a pastor. My fa-
ther-in-law probably encouraged me
externally more than anyone else.”

Keefer went on to attend Redeemer Col-
lege and Associated Canadian Theologi-
cal Seminary. During seminary training,
he and his wife, Joy, lived in Lynden,
Washington, and he worked at First Re-
formed Church there. Later, he worked

Pastor Profile: Bart and Joy Keefer

Bart and Joy Keefer with their 
daughter Laura

The Keefers, along with other members of their outreach team in Malaysia.



will be retiring in May 2009. A search
committee is working to discern God’s
will in calling a new pastor. ●
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Mobilizing for 
Mission Update

Donations received: $64,813.45 

Please help us mobilize God’s
people. For more information or
to donate, go to 
www.reformed-church.com/
MobilizingMission.pdf. 
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Woodstock is located at the con-
vergence of two major Ontario

roads, Highways 401 and 403. With a
newly constructed Toyota plant, the
world is coming to “the friendly city.”
Emmanuel Reformed Church members
come from a large area stretching from
Kitchener to London. 

Focus on People. Coming to the county
are new families emigrating from Hol-
land. This influx of new people brings
cultural richness, linguistic challenges,
and a great opportunity to reach out to
people looking for involvement in our
church. Emmanuel has a good balance
of people in every age group and is
currently enjoying a baby boom. 

Focus on Missions. Members of the
congregation participate in annual
mission trips to Haiti and Cuba. A spe-
cial fund is designed to encourage
youth to participate in missions. 

Focus on Ministry and Fellowship.
There are many opportunities for par-
ticipation: monthly Sunday evening
“180” youth worship, vacation Bible
school, junior and senior high youth
groups, young adults, GEMS, Cadets,

Sunday school, MyFaithFoundations
(catechism) and men’s Bible study.
Emmanuel Church women meet for
Bible study, fellowship, and planning
of service projects.

Focus on Worship. Emmanuel is a
singing church. Our instruments and
voices ring loud with worship at our
gatherings, including participation by
the choir, the praise team, and the
youth choir (ALIV2PRAZ!). We greatly
value worship and preaching based on
God’s Word.

Our worship service is broadcast over
a special telephone line for those who
cannot come to church. (Dial 519-537-
7674 on Sundays at 10:25 a.m. Eastern
time, from anywhere in the world, to
listen to our worship service.)

Focus on Outreach. Members conduct
worship services at local retirement or
nursing homes and the hospital, and
they actively help at the local soup
kitchen, Camp Shalom, and numerous
other ministries in our area.

Pastor Case Koolhaas and his wife, Jan,
came to Emmanuel in early 2004 and

Spotlight on Emmanuel Reformed Church, 
Woodstock, Ontario

Mobilizing for Mission
Update

The Regional Synod of Canada is
supporting several exciting min-

istries through its Mobilizing for Mis-
sion campaign. In addition, a number
of other projects for new ministries are
in the planning stages, as God is stir-
ring up hearts to bring the good news
of salvation in Jesus Christ to others.

Mobilizing for Mission gives grants to
ministries like One Body Ministries in
Toronto, Ontario, which began as a
Friday night youth drop-in. Now the
church plant hosts a weekly Sunday
service and a Wednesday night Bible
study. Participants in the Bible study
meet in three separate locations and
connect with each other through con-
ference call. “Our main focus is trying
to build the ministry, because we are a
new ministry,” says church planter
José Garreton. “We focus on evangel-
ism and educating the people we have
right now, making sure they under-
stand what evangelism is about.” 

The Friday night drop-in program is
still a vital part of the ministry. One
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Body Ministries rents the local high
school for the drop-in program, so it
runs throughout the school year. “The
first few Fridays this year were kind
of slow,” says Garreton, “but last Fri-
day was very busy—we had 160
young people!” Mobilizing for Mis-
sion has committed $90,000 to One
Body Ministries, starting with $30,000
in 2009.

Forestview Community Church is
receiving a grant of nearly $4,000 from
Mobilizing for Mission to run a three-
year discipleship and leadership
process from VantagePoint3 that
focuses on emerging, equipping, and
enriching church leaders. The grant is
helping to subsidize the cost of the
program for the five participants this
year. Sharon Menicanin, who is
leading the program along with her
husband, Paul, says, “We’re hoping to
use this as a leadership development
tool—we’re hoping for larger list of
possible elders, for one thing. This is a
highly committed group of people, and
because of that it’s working.”

Church planter Norm McCallum is also
receiving funding from Mobilizing for
Mission to establish a ministry to First
Nations people in Calling Lake,
Alberta. Calling Lake has been desig-
nated by the Regional Synod of Canada
as our synod-wide mission project. We
have committed to support this
ministry, an outreach of the Classis of
Canadian Prairies and Athabasca
Reformed Congregation, in the amount
of $20,000 per year for five years. Read
more about Norm’s ministry in Calling
Lake on p. 11. ●

News
We have celebrated the ordination of
two new ministers of Word and sacra-
ment:

• Alberto Salazar was ordained at
Iglesia Reformada La Senda in

Toronto on October 17.
• Ken Labbé, serving in Kingsville,

Ontario, was ordained on October
30 in Calgary, Alberta.

Don Crowhurst, the founding pastor of
Athabasca Reformed Congregation in
Athabasca, Alberta, passed away to
glory on May 14, 2008. The memorial
service was held in Athabasca and was
conducted by Don’s longtime friends,
Athabasca elder Larry Zornes and his
wife, Laura.

Auke (Al) Nyp, a long-time leader and
teaching elder in Classis Ontario, went
home to be with his precious Lord on
October 30. He was 64 years old. Al
was a member at Bethel Reformed
Church in Brantford, Ontario.            ●

Synod of Canada Activity
in 2008

Prayer Team
• The Regional Synod of Canada

prayer team is composed of four
members: Ashok Kumar and
Esther Dance from the Classis of
British Columbia, Vyrle Westra
from the Classis of Canadian
Prairies, and Joanne Radstake from
the Classis of Ontario.

• Ashok Kumar set up a synod
prayer calendar, which was sent to
all prayer representatives and all
churches. Churches are encour-
aged to send prayer requests to the
prayer team.

• Out of the 26 churches in the Clas-
sis of Ontario, 21 have identified
church prayer coordinators.

• Over the past year, all three meet-
ings of the Classis of Ontario have
been covered in prayer by a team
of three to six intercessors. 

RCA Foundation Canada
• During 2008, the foundation

processed one annuity of $20,000.

• A gift of $2,500 was given to
Words of Hope.

• $2,500 was paid out to the synod’s
Mobilizing for Mission program
and Women’s Ministries.

The RCA Foundation Canada and the
synod will be working closely together
as the foundation is restructured to
continue to serve you. Please contact
the synod office to arrange for estate
planning advice or to arrange gifts and
donations to ministries.

Social Action Team
• The Regional Synod of Canada

Social Action Team has two mem-
bers, Louise MacRae and Debbie
vanHoeve, both of Westdale
Reformed Church in Hamilton,
Ontario.

• Debbie vanHoeve attended a meet-
ing of the Committee for Contact
with the Government in Edmonton
in November. The meeting was
held jointly with the Canadian
Aboriginal Ministries Committee
and focused on relational advo-
cacy and aboriginal justice in
Canada and on peace-building and
human security in Afghanistan. ●
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A Note from Women’s
Ministries Coordinator

Christina Labbé 
Encouragement is a funny thing.
We all seem to need it, and yet 
so often we hesitate to give it to
another. Maybe we are afraid of
how it will be received, or we
don’t quite know where to begin,
or maybe we figure that since we
had to do it on our own and no
one encouraged us, everyone
else can do it too. Proverbs 11:25
tells us, “A generous man will
prosper; he who refreshes others
will himself be refreshed” (NIV).
With that in mind, let’s get to it! 
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Since Beechwood Reformed is Alas de Aguila’s par-
ent church, it will be the grandparent of the new
plant. “Parenting a church—and grandparenting,
too—is a special joy which, I suppose, is not unlike

the joy of parenting children,”
says Lankheet. “I
think of the psalmist,
who says, ‘Sons are a
heritage from the
Lord, children a re-
ward from him. Like
arrows in the hands of
a warrior are sons born
in one’s youth. Blessed
is the man whose quiver
is full of them’ [Psalm

127:3-5a, NIV]. We are asking the Lord for a quiver
full of church plants. That future will be truly
blessed.” ●

Alas de Aguila hopes to plant another church in May,
just two years after its own start. Vasquez says, “Our
goal since the beginning is to set up the DNA of the
church so that it will be easy
to multiply. Otherwise we
focus just on ourselves—that
is not healthy. We need to
understand that the church
exists to reach out.”

The new congregation will
be located in Wyoming,
Michigan, in an area with 
a large Hispanic popula-
tion. “We need to multiply the Hispanic
movement here. There is a big Latino/Hispanic popula-
tion in West Michigan and few churches reaching out
to that population. Someone needs to tell them about
Jesus Christ, and how to change their lives for good.”

Christian here,” he says. “I can relate
to a lot of what’s going on.

“All across this land, in my experi-
ence working with
aboriginals, there’s
such a need for the
gospel to be
brought to them.
There’s poor hous-
ing, poor water,
high suicide and
assault rates, alco-
hol and drugs, syn-
cretism—there’s so
much that plagues
our people.

“I know that God is the only hope;
he’s the only way to get them out
of these third-world conditions.
We no longer depend on the Cre-
ator, but on creation, on man. We
no longer look to God. We have to

come back to our first love, Jesus
Christ. Then and only then will we
get out of the mess we’re in.” 

To get to know people from the
reservation, McCallum and his wife,
Maria, visit the local food bank and
participate in Bible studies. A sum-
mer vacation Bible school program
drew 63 children, and about 20 par-
ents showed up for a special gradua-
tion ceremony at the end of the
week. McCallum also leads worship
services in local homes for 12 to 15
people each week. 

“They’re already talking about a
church,” he says. “I’m excited be-
cause I think it would be the first
RCA church on aboriginal land!”
While the RCA has several Native
American Indian congregations on
reservations in the U.S., it has none
in Canada. ●

Building a Church in Calling Lake

Norm McCallum is laying the
groundwork for a new church
by building relationships with

First Nations people in Calling Lake,
Alberta. 

The First Nations peo-
ple in Calling Lake are
Woodland Cree—the
same tribe McCallum
belongs to. “I come
from Saskatchewan; I
grew up and became a

Maria and Norm
McCallum


